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Vireya of the Year 
‘Saint Cecelia’

“Wow, it’s 2010!”

I remember as a kid thinking that when it’s 2000 that it 
would be a milestone in my life and what all the neat 
things technology may have to offer. That was back when 
we were going to the moon and doing a lot of manned 
outer space missions. Star Trek was the most watched 
high tech show on TV with all their fancy 
communications and the ability to be beamed from one 
place to another. Than came Star Wars who took 
everything to another level. 

Today we have phones with more functions than I will 
ever figure out. I haven’t figured out how to take pictures 
with mine but I don’t think I’m missing anything. 
Computers have gotten smaller and more sophisticated 
than I ever thought. The other day I went into Office Max 
and was looking at external hard drives. I want to 
download all my CDs onto one hard drive and be able to 
listen to them without having to change CDs. There was 
a unit that held 2.5 terabytes of information. I had to 

come home and look up what a terabyte was. I think I 
could store my whole life’s history on this one hard 
drive.

Now let’s get down to earth, I took a walk through the 
yard, enjoying all the Vireya and other plants that were in 
bloom. It is time to enjoy the simpler things in life. 

I feel we will have to do more watering this year as the 
weather pattern has changed.  We aren’t getting our usual 
trade winds nor our usual early morning showers.

I noticed the Vog is blowing our way more; this all 
started about the first of December. I would rather have 
the showers.

January’s speaker will be Sean Callahan. It will be at the 
Kea’au Community Center.   The board has many of the 
programs set for this year already. There are still four to 
be decided on so if you have a special topic let one of the 
board members know and we will try to work it in.

Ray Schimpf,  Hawai’i Chapter President

Holiday Party Time!  A good time was had by all!
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If you have brought guests to our meetings chances 
are you have heard remarks like "This is the 
friendliest group we have had the pleasure of 
visiting!” How do you explain what is behind the 
smiles and cordiality?  I'd like to think that our 
reply is always, "Why the flower, of course.  It is 
the wonderful plant Vireya that brought us all 
together, and keeps us enchanted." 

That usually starts a discussion on propagating 
them.  Maybe you too have been asked "When do 
Vireyas bloom?" and we don’t hesitate to say that 
some Vireyas bloom the year around.  But the study 
that member Dick Kruppa has involved himself in is 
revealing a number of interesting blooming 

characteristics.  He won’t have collected enough 
data for some time to substantiate his findings, but  
you'll hear more about this in the next year or so.

However, a number of our members are well aware 
that many Vireyas begin blooming in the middle of 
December and right now, as we begin January, are 
sporting a beautiful flush.  You know about my 
interest in the Species, but yesterday I was  awed by 
some of our hybrids like those pictured below. 

In order of left column to right, and top to bottom: 
Lazarus, Ring of Fire, R. jasminiflorum punctatum, 
Dr. Sleumer, Richard Marques, Babachick 
(tentative), Painted Lady, Hot Tropic X R. 
saxafragoides.

Mitch’s Corner
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Travels with Sherla:  a local girl’s adventure

What a surprise and honor to have received a phone call from 
Palo Alto Chapter ARS member, Christy Hartsell, asking if I 
would fly to California to give a vireya presentation. I flashed 
onto my first trip away from Hawaii four years ago and how I 
burst into tears on my return when I saw my husband, Richard. 
I was so glad to be home! But, that was 4 years ago and that 
first trip meant I was not a "newbie" anymore. I was now a 
'seasoned traveller'...  

It was November and I wasn't sure what kind of weather to 
pack for. With the help of friends, I got a large suitcase with 
room for lots of warm clothes, cold clothes & gifts from 
Hawaii. A week or so before my trip there was an "Indian 
Summer" with the temp. around 85F.  When I arrived it was 
40F at night and lower 50F in the day.  With the sun out, it was 
very nice...but, when the wind came up.... brrrrrrrr.

My hostess, Barbara Campbell who was instrumental in starting 
our HI Chapter-ARS,  picked me up and whisked me to her 
home in Oakland.  Actually, it was 9 pm and the freeway had a 
jam. Thank goodness Barbara is a whiz of all the side & back 
streets.  If you are an artist or crafts person, Barbara's place is a 
wonderland of surprises. Among the many treasures, all with 
wonderful stories behind them, are houses... lots of them.... all 
miniatures completely furnished, built to 1/2" or 1"scale.   

Barbara has a wonderful "cottage garden" in back of her house.  
It was there I received one of the best compliments ever. 
Barbara asked me to paint something on the back of her 
toolshed.   For an artist, I was in heaven with paintbrush in 
hand, crows in the trees above, sun just warm enough to keep 
the chill away and a large blank canvas.  I let go.. and several 
hours later, as Barbara and I sat on her back porch to get a good 
look, a hummingbird (my first) flew to the toolshed.  It then 
checked out one of the painted flowers.  Yes, it might have just 
been curious... but I'd like to think it was more than that. (grin)

Wednesday, Nov. 18th, found us on the road headed for Palo 
Alto from Oakland. We were on our way to Christy Hartsell's.  
The ride over was beautiful with lots  of autumn colors along 
the way. When we arrived we were first greeted by a beautiful 
"Dixie" in full bloom. Then came Christy and his 300 + vireya 
all growing in pots.  Here he is with one of his many vireya in 
hanging baskets. My first impression was the compactness of 
his vireya. Some of the varieties he grows tends to be tall and 
open growers here. I learned that he deadheads old flowers and 
pinches new growth faithfully.  Christy uses pots with water 
reservoirs for all his vireya. He takes vireya trusses to distribute 
from his plants and blooming potted plants for show and tell to 
the Palo Alto and the California Chapter meetings. Besides 
growing beautiful vireyas, his garden is filled with many other 
'tropical' plants including ginger that are not aggressive for him 
as they can be here.  

We managed to take in two other gardens before leaving for 
dinner. One of the gardens was as neat as a pin. It was low 
maintenance, too. The reason? After burrowing critters created 
holes that turned into geysers when it rained, Erica decided to 
put in artificial turf in place of grass.  It really works for her.  
The second garden had a fruit I had never heard of before, 
"Banana Guava." It was small and had a fleshy texture.  

From there, on to the Palo Alto ARS meeting. I was greeted by 
30 or so people, all very interested in vireyas. I focused my 
presentation on how to grow "Vireyas in Hawaii", and was 
joined by Christy Hartsell, local expert, for a question & answer 
session afterward.  This was followed by a silent auction where 
many vireya plants found new homes, just like that.
     

After the meeting we followed Nan Ray, long time volunteer at 
Strybing Arboretum, to her home in Menlo Park where we 
spent the night. The next day, Nov. 19th, we headed to Strybing 
Arboretum and St. John's Church to see more vireyas. At 
Strybing, Nan took us to the core -- the propagation and nursery 
area.  As you can see from the photos on the next page, the 
vireya are growing well with the help and dedication of their 
volunteers like Nan. What a delightful visit this was.

Then we were on our way to find St. Johns Church and Peter 
Sullivan's vireya garden.  The garden is small but the vireya are 
large with mature trunks.  What caught my eye was the look 
and feel of the leaves.  They were rigid and stiff to the touch 
versus the flexible, soft leaves I'm used to but, that didn't 
interfere with the blooms.

Back to Barbara's in Oakland. A quick change and out the door 
to another tasty restaurant. This was Mediterranean and another 
brand new experience for me. Everything was new and so 
'ono'... (local for delicious). Across the street was Lakeside 
Park, home  of the California Chapter meetings and the 
Lakeside Vireya garden. President Elaine Sedlack is not only an 
extremely knowledgeable plant person, she’s also an energetic 
and gracious person.  This is the chapter I spoke to four years 
ago, and it was great to see familiar faces and good friends who 
traveled far for this meeting. Again, Christy Hartsell brought 
trusses and a couple of his plants to share and joined me in the 
Q & A session at the end of my presentation.                                                                              
"The Vireya Vine", edited by E. White Smith, featured rooting 
vireya in bottles. There were several folks who shared their 
success with that - rooting vireyas in glass bottles placed in 
their sun windows. One person shared that his vireya has been 
growing like that for a couple of years, and it's put out blooms, 
too. Hydroponic vireya.

My adventure didn't end there. Christy Hartsell took me to see 
Muir Woods National Monument.  Along the way I got to join 
the other many, many visitors walking Golden Gate Bridge. I 
visited Marin Headlands and saw a deer in the field and learned 
for the first time the story of Angel Island. Muir Woods was 
cold and damp with just enough breeze to make my hands feel 
icy. The walk warmed my body while the redwoods’ fascinating 
trunk shapes boggled my imagination. It was so quiet except for 
an occasional bird.  On the way, I saw a beautiful leaf... thanks 
to Christy I found out I was looking at "poison oak."

 Then a special treat came the day before I left.  Barbara and I 
met Bruce Cobbledick at the Lakeside vireya garden.  After 
oohing and ahhhhing at the blooms we did a little maintenance.  
The vireya garden has a very special feel to it.  The garden was 
an idea brought to life by Bill Moyles and will be a long lasting 
gift to the city of Oakland and vireya lovers, again thanks to the 
many plant loving volunteers.

To Christy Hartsell, Barbara Campbell, the Palo 
Alto and California Chapters, and  the new and old 
friends who "made my trip" a big "mahalo" (Thank 
you). I treasure the new memories I have and look 
forward to seeing you again.  

Aloha - Sherla
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Pictures from Strbying Visit.  From left to right above:  Vireya 
propagations in 4" pots under cover .... Vireya in the next stage & 
grown under cover....Nan in the midst of the larger outdoor 
vireya.

To the left:  A large plant of R. kochii in bloom.

In full bloom at the Church Garden: two Pete's favorites, Cristo Rey, (Marshall Pierce Madison X Felicitas) and (R. javanicum X  R. aurigeranum)

R. Starkensen, Mrs. Larsen, myself & Mrs. Mayne

Lakeside Garden in 
Oakland from the 
entrance                          

 ÒCephasÓ at Lakeside

 R. praetervisum at 
Lakeside

Pictures from Christy HartsellÕs garden.

ÒDixieÓ in full bloom, and Christy with one 
of his many hanging baskets.
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Club Accounts:
Club $5,561.54,  Zoo $4,733.53,  Kimalia $1,261

The Christmas Party raffle netted the club $245, which 
is not as much as last year but it was a smaller group 
enjoying the fun. We all owe Bettye Wakabayashi and 
others who contributed goodies a thank you for this 
fund raiser which more than paid for the party costs.

Treasurer’s Report
By Joyce Gay

Editor’s Notes
By Jane Adams

It’s with great sadness that I write of the passing of one 
of our members -- Ardie Harms passed away on  January 
1st in the hospital in Honolulu. At this time, we don’t 
know details on services, and will pass them along when 
we get them. Ray reports that Chuck is at home, and 
would surely like to see his friends. We’ll all miss her 
very much.  

*********

Bettye Wakabayashi asked me to include the following:  
Help!!  At the Christmas party, I set down a package 
(plastic bag) with 2 red divided plates, 2 sets of 
silverware, chopsticks, etc., which I had brought for 
George and me, but when dinner started, I didn't 
remember where I had left it !!  If you found the package, 
and took it home, please call me at 968- 6969. 

 *********

Sherla received a number of wonderful photos of Vireyas 
in Australia and New Zealand taken by her friend Paul.  
Given lack of space this month, we’ll include them in 
next month’s newsletter.  

As always, if you have ideas for information you’d like 
to see included in the newsletter, just let me know.  We’re 
starting a fresh year, and the Vireya Future is bright!

 *********

International Rhododendron Symposium
Hosted by the German Rhododendron Society

May 18 - 20, 2010
Bremen, Germany

We have received a flyer in a .pdf format from our friend 
Martin Monthofer about this up-coming celebration of 
the German Rhododendron Society’s 75th anniversary.

We will place a link to the .pdf file on our chapter 
website so that you may get further information. The 
brief notice below includes the website for the 
Symposium. Martin can be contacted at:
european-vireya-world.MM@web.de
 
The German Rhododendron Society will 
celebrate its 75th anniversary with an 
International Rhododendron Symposium. 
Speakers from many Rhododendron countries 
will provide a rare insight in the world of 
Rhododendrons. A special jubilee programme 
will be open for members of international 
Rhododendron Societies.
 
The registration for the symposium is open now. 
On www.rhodo.org/2010 you will find the 
registration form. 
I have attached all the necessary information 
about
A) The International Rhododendron Symposium
B) Our Jubilee Programme including excursions
C) The post-excursions

You will find added details at www.rhodo.org/
2010, e.g. descriptions and pictures about the 
parks and nurseries we are visiting.

Keep in mind that the number of delegates is 
limited, so make sure to register as early as 
possible. If there any questions or problems 
please contact me. Also, let me know if the 
registration form presents whatever questions 
etc. This is the first time that we try an 
international meeting registration via internet - 
problems will occur, I'm sure!

I'm looking forward welcoming many guests 
from around the world.

Photo of  Graham Snell seedling, courtesy of 
Dennis and Rosie Reese.

Easter Bonnet X Highland Peace



 Viva Vireya January, 2010

Viva Vireya!
Edited by Jane Adams
jane@whitecloudnursery.com
808-345-0959

Hawaii Chapter – ARS
P.O. Box 1963
Kea’au, HI  96749

Next Chapter Meeting:  

When:  January 17, 12:00pm for potluck, 1:00pm 
for the meeting.

Where:  Kea’au Community Center

Business and Program:  We’ll begin talking about 
elections of officers, and our featured speaker will 
be Sean Callahan.  

Coming soon in future Newsletters:
Library listings and lending policies
Annual Calendar

Calendar of Coming Events:
Sunday, January 17:  Regular chapter meeting at the 
Kea’au Community Center.  Potluck at 12:00, 
meeeting at 1:00.

Sunday, January 24:  Regular 4th Sunday Zoo work 
party.  12:00pm - 3:00pm. 

Sunday, February21:  Regular chapter meeting at 
the Kea’au Community Center.  Potluck at 12:00, 
meeting at 1:00  

Sunday, January 24:  Regular 4th Sunday Zoo work 
party.  12:00pm - 3:00pm.
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