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Notes from the PresidentÕsCluttered Desk:
Our May 20th meeting in KeaÕau was well attended

(everyoneexpecting thenew president to makea fool of
himself maybe?). Well I, hopefully, didnÕt oblige too
much. Things started off fairly good. You canÕt go
much wrong with a potluck! Wehavesomegreat chefs
in theclub! I decided to add somemusic to theaffair
and was informed that it was very much enjoyed. So far,
so good.

When themusic stopped thefood tablesclosed and the
business part of themeeting began. É (or so was the
plan). I opened it up with ÒProject AÓ, a first step in the
direction of expanding membership. The idea: ÒA
personal invitationÓ, business card size, glossy on one
sidewith an impact photo of oneof our showiest Vireya
in full color. Theother sidewill provide information
regarding our regular meetings with space for our
members to write in their nameand phonenumber. Each
member will begiven about half a dozen cards to carry
in their wallets or purses. Then when engaged in
conversation with some innocent plant lover, unfamiliar
with Vireya, a personal invitation is extended, etc. You
have the idea! Thegeneral membership like the idea, as
well as, themodest printing cost. It was unanimously
approved. Now comes thehard part. Weneed your
photos, your most knock-your-socks-off Vireya picture
ever. Send them to meby theend of thismonth (June) to
beconsidered for thecard photo. Thewinner will adorn
our new card. Thecompetition is not going to beeasy. I
just received a fantastic photo from Dick Kruppa
depicting a WOW ÒpinkÓleucogigas that has it all.
Thank you, Dick! Now, who has a photo out there they
believe to benumero uno?

Things looking good, it was cuttings time. Time to
prepare thosestarter plants for our October public
workshop/plant giveaway and our clubÕs 10th

anniversary as an ARS Chapter. Weprovided the

cuttings, potting medium, cinder and pots; you provided
theenergy. Well, it took a little longer than expected. In
fact, quitea bit longer. So, what about thescheduled
Dr. Sleumer slideshow? My faithful V.P., Ron, reported
theslideprojector bulb burnt out and hebravely set forth
to find one to no avail, returning empty handed. It was
getting later and later and theold bones of someof our
membersweregetting aworkout. Enough potting; forget
theslideshow; letÕs get on with theauction and truss
raffle!

The trusses wereas colorful and varied as always. The
number of plants for auction, impressive. Thank you one
and all for all our ÒherbousÓdonations! A largegrafted
plumeria consisting of no less than fivedifferent
varieties (thanks to thegrafting skills of Butch Cox)
drew thecrowdsÕattention and induced them to generous
bidding. Themeeting finally came to a closeÐit was
nearly four oÕclock! Sorry about that, but didnÕt wehave
fun?

Reminders: If you didnÕt get to sign theÒI-expect-to-
be-off-islandÓcalendar sheet, please let meknow your
anticipated dates of absence. TheHilo Orchid Show is
planned for Aug. 10 to the12th with thepreview show on
Aug. 9th. Wewill need plants, props, and volunteers to
help set up and man thedisplay during show time. A
sign-up sheet will beat our July meeting sincetheorchid
show falls beforeour August one. Lastly, note the
deadline for signing up for theKona tour and all other
details of the trip on the last page. Call with any
questions. (962-0224)

Viva Vireya,

John Barbour

Cape Cod Cranberry
Vireya of the year

(Photo fromChrisCallardÕs
web site- vireya.net)
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M itchÕsCorner
By Mitch Mitchell

When I saw PeteSullivan's " Emmanuel" in bloom today, I madea
quick mental trip back to theLakesidegarden in Oakland which I visited
for the first timeduring therecent ARS convention. Barbara Campbell
kindly took Richard Marques , GeorgeArgent and me to this exceptional
Vireya garden. If you havetheopportunity to visit it you too will bevery
impressed with its design and signagenot to mention its healthy Vireyas
that havebeen so carefully selected by Bill Moyles.

Bill was thereand weenjoyed his enthusiastic commentary. One
of his remarks has stayed with mewhen hesaid very quietly, "Petestill
lives". Hewas of coursereferring to oneof Vireyas greatest hybridizers,
Peter Sullivan, who died recently and a number of his crosses aregrowing in a special section of Lakeside.

SecretaryÕsNotes
By Jurahame Leyva

Aloha all! I apologize for not having
something in the last newsletter. Oh well, I
figured it would bebetter for meto write
onegood piecethan onereally junk one.
And speaking of good writing, if anyone
has any comments to improvethis piece
and make it moreenjoyable to read, just
givea shout! I will try to put all of my
notes in sequential order.

To start off our first meeting with
our new officers wehad a very hearty
lunch. On to current businessÉ Where
John proposed our ÒVireyaÓbusiness card
that could bepersonalized and handed out
to any new possiblevireyaphilesÉ We
agreed that this would bea good thing and
after a quick check with the treasurer to
makesureall necessary funds were there
wevoted to order them.

Soon after, Sherla gavea quick
overview of what was to beour next
meeting at Norm BezonaÕs garden on June
17. Sign-up sheets werehanded by John
encouraging anyone, who would beaway
or unable to help with futureclub projects,
to write the timeframeof their leaveon the
sheet. This would allow board members
and members to construct events around
thesetimes so that all help would be
availableand so everyonecould enjoy the
benefits. To end current business, we
adjourned for a quick break outside to pot-
up cuttings for our promotional event at the
Panaewa Zoo and Garden in October. To
wrap up our meeting wehad our usual truss
give-away and auction.

Respectfully Submitted,

(New officers: left to
right:VP-Ron Phillips;
Treasurer: Marijean
Horton; Board member:
Henry Horton; President:
John Barbour; Secretary;
Jurahame Leyva; Board
member; Ray Schimpf)
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A visit to Kona Cloud Forest Sanctuary is planned for our Sunday, June 17th meeting.

Details:
1. Brown bag lunch.
2. $5 per person to help with gas.
3. Meet at the County Bldg parking lot across from downtown LongÕs Drugs Store by 8:30 am
4. Cut off date to sign up for the tour is Tuesday, June 12th. Please give John a call (962-0224)
if you plan to attend.

Kona Cloud Forest Sanctuary

Mission Statement: Òto inspire appreciation and respect for tropical ecosystems. We
provideexperiences in nature through tours, education, special events, and accommodations Ð
promoting the importance of protection and reforestation.Ó

On the Big Island of HawaiÕi, in the heart of an area known as Kaloko Mauka, is the privately owned
70-acre Kona Cloud Forest Sanctuary. Located 15 minutes from the Kona-Keahole Airport it is the
most accessible cloud forest in HawaiÕi. Much of the sanctuary is still covered with native plants. In
some designated areas of the property a fascinating plethora of non-indigenous plants that are carefully
managed have been added, enhancing the variety of fragrance and color. The sanctuary abounds with
ancient Koa, Ohia, over 100 varieties of bamboo, and gigantic tree ferns, some of which are 30 feet or
more in height. The native forest contains many rare and endangered species that Kona Cloud Forest
Sanctuary is committed to protecting. It is also home to many endemic and exotic birds, including the
Hawaiian Hawk and the Honey Creeper.

Attitude is everything!!!!! Sent by Don Albrecht

Thereoncewas a woman who wokeup one
morning, looked in themirror and noticed shehad
only threehairs on her head. "Well", shesaid, "I
think I'll braid my hair today." So shedid and she
had a wonderful day.

Thenext day shewokeup, looked in themirror and
saw that shehad only two hairs on her head. "H-M-
M", shesaid, "I think I'll part my hair down the
middle today." So shedid and shehad a grand day.

Thenext day shewokeup, looked in themirror and
noticed that shehad only onehair on her head.
"Well", shesaid, "Today I'm going to wear my hair
in a pony tail." So shedid and shehad a fun, day.

Thenext day shewokeup, looked in themirror and
noticed that therewasn't a singlehair on her head.
"YEAH!" sheexclaimed, "I don't haveto fix my
hair today!"

Attitude is everything.

As thesaying goes: "Thekind of lifeyou will have
isn't determined by what happens to you, it's
determined by your reaction to what happens to
you."

Havea Great Day.!!!!!!!!
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April was the last meeting for President Sherla D. Bertelmann. Ron and Donna Phillips did much to makethe
meeting memorableas did so many others. (So sorry but was just not enough room to run all thepictures.) The
last photo is of Sherla with all the leis presented to her. Thered and gold onewas madeby Henry Horton using
the littleepi orchidsÉ .about 600 of them!!!!

FROM THE ARS PROGRAM LIBRARY:

Our first DVD program "Garden Walks 2006" is now available to theARS chapters for meeting programs and
to chapters members. TheDVD contains thefollowing: Photos of rhododendrons, azaleas, companion plants,
woodland landscapes, garden sculptures, bonsai, panoramic garden views, plant identification when possible, all
in a slideshow with cinematic techniques. Comments and information from several gardeners included.

Gardens featured are: Marshy Point Nursery; U.S. National Arboretum; National Bonsai: Japanesecollection,
North American collection, and thePenjing Museum; Dr. Jerry and Joan Hudgens' 'Fern Dell'; Ed and Mary
Reiley; Norman and Jean beaudry; Mikeand Deb White; and McCrillis Gardens. TheDVD is viewableon
theTV with remotecontrols for pauses and garden selection. It may beviewed with a DVD player on a
digital projector and also with PC or Mac computers. The"Sharing" folder provides added bonus-containing
all photos used in theprogram (except prominent photos of people) in high resolution jpeg files. They
areaccessible from a computer to add to personal collections.

Cost to ARS Chapters: OneDVD for $15.00 or two at $25.00. Limited to two DVDs per Chapter. A chapter
that has purchased a DVD can let their members makecopies for personal useonly, or a member may buy one
and let his chapter use it for a meeting presentation. Other members who want a personal copy of "Garden
Walks 2006" with an offical slimcasecover and tableof contents can order a copy for $15.00 from the
Program Library for personal use.

All checks should bemadepayable to theAmerican Rhododendron Society and includeS&H of $2.00 for one
DVD, $2.50 for two. Mail to:

Program Library
%Wing Fong
104 Weston Drive
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

P.S. DVD programs now in theworks: Frank Fujioka's FranceTour Program; Selected Hybrids from the
Princeton Chapter's Study Group with voiceover; Ron Rabideau's trip to India; Frank Fujioka's Garden in
All Seasons.
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Taranaki Daily News Friday Apr il 27, 2007 by Sarah Gault.

Rhodo Man

Keith Adams, theplant hunter, adventurer, nurseryman,
propagator of famous cherry trees, amateur chorister Ð
and good keen swimmer Ðunfolds his limbs and steps
from his car. TheTaranaki Daily News has cometo
interview him at home. WeÕreearly. But at 10am Ðour
allotted timeÐhedrives up, steps from thecar and
announces heÕs been at aqua aerobics. ItÕs a ritual the
agile83 year old performs three times a week.

Wesit outdoors while thesun streams down. He
wears shorts, a faded sweatshirt and socks with sandals.
His wooden housewas built in 1986 but looks older. ItÕs
surrounded by maturevegetation and is reached via an
unsealed, tree-lined driveway resembling a tunnel. Out
front, giant Redwood trees give theproperty its name,
Redwoods. Keith jokingly refers to his homeas the
ÒgardenerÕs cottageÓ, because it was built next door to
his farmhouse. Inside, original art hangsalongsidebeads
and Asian hats. Therearedusty collections, worn chairs,
colorful rugs, faded photos and a Bohemian casualness.

In a cultivated garden is a collection of vireya
rhododendrons; over yonder is thecherry treePrunus
Awanui. Thevireyasand theAwanui cherry areAdamsÕ
legacy. Hewas theman who propagated the flowering
cherry after it grew as a wild seedling on his property. It
is arguably oneof thecountryÕs most popular cherry
blossoms, noted for masses of singlepale-pink flowers.

At the timeKeith owned a wholesalenursery on land
near Awanui St. Hereturned from World War II, trained
at Duncan and Davies, and in 1950 bought eight hilly
hectares with then wifeNgaere.
Keith ran a dairy farm and developed thenursery on
what little flat land therewas. Awanui St. barely existed
and friends from central New Plymouth marveled at the
AdamsÕrural isolation. After Awanui St was extended,
theAdams sold somesections beforeslicing off land off
in 1975 to makeway for ÒTeMara PlaceÓand then
ÒSequoia GroveÓin 1982. They also gifted land to the
New Plymouth District Council.

But beforeany subdivision happened, thereweretrees
and shrubs to sell. Thenursery rangewas general
although daphne, camellia, rhododendrons and hedging
plants wereamong specialties. Prunus yedoensis
Awanui popped up on theAdams property after a friend
had given Keith cherry blossom species to plant. Keith
guessed thestraggly seedling was special, but kept its
existencequiet until friend Russell Matthews, owner of
Tupare, camecalling. ÒIt was in bloom at the timeand
hesaid, ÔWherean earth did you get that?.Ó Matthews
suggested Keith get propagating and claimed thefirst six
for Tupare. ÒNow it is all over thecountryÓ. A lineof
Prunus Awanui marches down themain street of Te
Awamutu. ItÕsfrequently found in Taranaki gardensand
a specimen is in theUS National Arboretum in

Washington D.C. Theoriginal seedling remains an
established tree in the front garden. In 1988, Cyclone
Bola battered it; Keith chain sawed it back,
unintentionally rejuvenating it.

In 1980, after leaving thenursery business, hebegan a
quest for vireya rhododendron. Over thenext 20 years,
hewould make15 trips to regions likeSarawak and
Sabah in Malaysian Borneo and Java and Sulawesi in
Indonesia. Tropical vireya arehis specialty. HeÕs
collected seed or cuttings from at least 15 species. The
bulk of thematerial has gone to Pukeiti, some to friends
in theUS and Australia, some to theBotanic Gardens in
Edinburgh. ÒVireya was a natural progression as
rhododendrons had been pretty well doneover. I wanted
to collect species that might bewell known but not be in
cultivation. I havespread them around theworld.ÓKeith
said.

Scouring jungles and mountainous terrain was an
individual quest. Keith hunted alone, hiring a guideand
porters when necessary. At times heclimbed to the
equivalent height of Mt. Cook. On other expeditions, he
sweated through dense jungles crisscrossed by ravines.
HeÕd hunt for a week at a time, returning to settlements
to post material homeor store in fridges.

Now heÕs a ÒlocalÓof Sarawak, an unofficial
tribesman adopted by the Iban, themajor ethnic group of
Sarawak. His nickname is Kadam, his homea
longhouse. TheIban, former headhunters, dwell in these
elongated buildings built under onevast roof. Each
house represents an entirecommunity.

Adams retired from plant collecting but returns every
alternateJunewhen the Iban New Year (Gawaii) begins.
Theweek of rest and celebration kicks off on June1.
Tuak (ricewine) consumption begins at 7 am, but Keith
shies away from early morning intoxication, saying with
a grin: ÒI say to them, no, no ÐI wonÕt start drinking
until 12 (noon).Ó

Back in New Plymouth heplays golf, swims and
sings in an old boysÕchoir. ÒI think itÕs pretty bizarre.
Wepracticeevery Tuesday and sing on Thursdays to
people in rest homes. WeÕre theoldies singing to the
oldies.Ó

Four years ago, hewas awarded a QueenÕs Service
Medal for his contribution to horticulture. HeÕs also a
lifemember of the International Dendrology Society (the
study of trees) and a long timestalwart of Pukeiti
Gardens. He loves talking trees and travel. Next up on
the to-do list are trips to Chile, Peru and Easter Island.
Thereareno plans to seal his unsealed driveway because
that would cost him a trip away. HeÕs a man of two
halves: TheTaranaki plantsman determined to leavea
local legacy of trees and shrubs, and the incessant
traveler who frequently leaves our shores.
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Beaumont Ag Reseach & Extension Service location change

Wehave temporarily relocated whileour facility is being renovated. Wearesettling into our new facility onemileabove
thePanà ewa Zoo alongside theUH Waiakea Research Station (vacated USDA Fruit fly labs) and wanted to let you know
our new phonenumbers. Our mailing address will remain 875 Komohana Street, Hilo HI 96720 as thepost officewill
hold our mail for pick-up. Our physical address (should you decide to visit ushere!) is920 Stainback Hwy, Panà ewa (no
USPS delivery, only FedEx, UPS, DHL, etc.).
New phonenumbers for theEntomology lab are:
Arnold Hara 981-8263
Christopher Jacobsen 981-8279
EuniceDomingo (secretary) 981-8285
Kelvin Sewake (County Admin) 981-8271
(Pleasekeep in mind that all faculty and staff at theKomohana complex (Hilo CES and Beaumont Ag Research Center)
have relocated hereas well for thenext 2-3 years and havenew phonenumbers).

Next Meeting:

Date: June 17, 2007 (Sunday) Trip to Kona Cloud Forest Sanctuary

Details:
1. Brown bag lunch.
2. $5 per person to help with gas.
3. Meet at the County Bldg parking lot across from downtown LongÕs Drugs Store by 8:30 am
4. Cut off date to sign up for the tour is Tuesday, June 12th. Please give John a call (962-0224)
if you plan to attend.
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