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VIVA VIREYAS!
HAWAII CHAPTER AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

Volume11 Issue5 May 2006

Notes From the President’s Desk:

Fog?Fog, outsidemy window?Not believing my
eyes I just stepped out to takea closer look. Not fog, but
steam coming off my roof and the road! Thesun has
comeout!!! I want to jump for joy. ItÕs been mighty wet
and cold long enough, donÕt you think?

A big thank you to out-going officers, VP Dale
Dinsmoreand Dir. Charles Trommer and a big welcome
to in-coming VP Rachel Leyva and Dir. Marilyn Davis. I
also want to thank you, our members, for your voteof
confidence in meand I promise I will do my best not to
let you down.

Our next ÔBigÕplanned event, our 4th VireyaSeminar,
will not beuntil 2009, giving us a coupleof years to
focus on our priorities of education, awareness and
membership involvement with vireya. These themes
camethrough loud and clear at our last meeting and a
framework for our first activity is already in theworks: a
vireya workshop at thezoo to coincidewith our annual
membership drive in October. Why thezoo? It is the
most logical placewith ampleparking, meeting space,
and it is already associated with vireya due to theVireya
species and display gardens established there. Why

October? It gives us enough time to start cuttings to give
out to at least the first 100 attendees, plan a program of
speakers consisting of our members, get out thepublicity
and work with Dorothy on new memberships. Wewill
work on this framework at our May meeting and wewill
do thecuttings at our Junemeeting which you will all
takehometo grow on for this Oct. event. Your
participation is important but, moreso, your enthusiasm
over vireya. That iswhat will bring in new membersand
get peopleexcited to learn moreabout vireya.

Just learned wehad two winners at theMay Day Lei
Contest. Congratulations to Henry Horton and Marina
Trommer.

Pleasenote theMay meeting datechangeand special
instructions on page5 of this newsletter regarding our
excursion to CarlsmithÕs Estateon theslopes of Mauna
Kea. Reservation for space is required.

Happy Gardening & Viva Vireya.
Sherla D. Bertelmann

Mitch’s Corner
By Mitch Mitchell

Hereare themost
recent crosses of mine
to be registered.
"Enny" is named
for Enny Van Delden.
Sheand her late
husband Rex made
many contributions to
thesuccess of our
chapter since their
arrival in Hawaii from
Indonesia. Enny and I
havea special
relationship because

weareso close to being the
sameage that Òonemonth I
am older than she is and the
other 11 she is theseniorÓ.
This is my way of saying
"Happy Birthday and may we
havemany more."

Theother isM23, across
of konori x (Dr. Hermann
Sleumer x (macgregoriaex
aurigeranum). It was grown
to first flower by Pacific
Island Nursery and named
"Perky Pink" by Sherla.

Vireya of theYear
Marshall PierceMadison

Mitch giving Enny the first
truss of vireya ÒEnnyÓat
theApril meeting.
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John’s Notes
By John Barbour

No onehad the luau feet quitebig enough to fill
thegarden clogs of our out-going president, Sherla
Bertelmann. Therefore it cameas no surprise that
shewas re-elected to serveanother term. I mean who
elsecould scheduleour annual meeting to elect new
officers to coincidewith our annual day of sunshine?
After months of being drenched with incessant rains
our members weredrenched with warm, delicious
sun as they attended our April 23rd meeting.
Umbrellas wereset aside in favor of parasols as our
ladies swept into theopen-air pavilion in long
flowing skirts and short sleeved blouses. Spring had
arrived!

Her atirement befitting her retirement, Dale
Dinsmore, looking more likea moviestar than an
out-going vicepresident, showed up wearing abroad-
brimmed lau hala hat, a dark bluemuÕumuÕu and a
largepair of sunglasses. In her place, Rachel Leyva
stepped in as our new vice-president. Sheisonebusy
gardener. I will havean exposeon her and her
critters in our next publication.

Charles Trommer, also retiring from service from
theBoard of Directors, was not able to attend.
Charles, you weremissed and wehope to seeyou
soon. Weall sincerely appreciateyour contributions
to theclub over theyears (and MarinaÕs desserts).

CharlesÕposition on theboard is being taken over
by Marilyn Davis, another long timevireya
enthusiast. MarilynÕs loveof gardening goes back to
her childhood, working with her father and sisters
tending the family garden, and to the inspiration
gendered by her second grade teacher who not only
taught her students about plants but also taught them
thenames likeÒwarszewiczia coccinea and
mesembranthemum crystallinumÓ(pre-dating thekid-
appeal word ÒsupercalaphragilistickexpialidoceousÓ
sp?)

Living in theVolcano area for twenty years, it was
inevitable that Marilyn and her husband Greg should
oneday cross garden paths with our own Mitch
Mitchell. Of course, Mitch was quick to introduce
them to his beloved vireyas and the rest is history.
Asked to nameher favoritevireya, Marilyn took but
a moment to respond: ÒCephasÉ with its largesilk
flower blossoms of translucent pinkÓ.

Speaking of vireya varieties, Sherla announced
that Mitch MitchellÕs hybrid of (zoelleri x
leucogigas) X Dr. Sleumer is being registered as
ÒEnnyÓin honor of our eldest and ardent club
member, Enny Van Delden. Enny isevery memberÕs
sweetheart and, frankly, IÕm surprised her name
wasnÕt put into nomination for ÒClub DarlingÓ. She
could havewon easily Ðespecially with thosesexy
legs!

Elections behind us, Sherla waltzed us down
Memory Laneas she reviewed thepast yearÕs
activities: our meetings, our choiceof Java Roseas
Vireya of theYear 2008, our proven performer list,
our participation in theHilo Orchid Show, our public
workshop at thezoo and Ðnot to forget- our very
successful vireya seminar (our third!). She then
related thestory about Òold CinderellaÓand her three
wishes. Ah, yes, theneutered cat. Question: do we
really want a president with that kind of humor?
Answer: yes!!

Before themeeting drew to a close, logistics were
discussed regarding our next meeting at theCarlsmith
Estatehigh on theslopes of Mauna Kea. DonÕt miss
this one! You will need to make reservations for a
seat in oneof our vans, unless you havea 4-wheel
drive. Gregg Santos, Don Albrecht and Spike
Werner will bedriving. Besure to buckleup!

Congratulations and mahalo to all our new officers.
WecouldnÕt do without you.

Earth Send-a-Seed Project
Submitted by Henry Horton

ÒLinda Davis has a lovely garden in Chattanooga, Tenn., wheresheÕs lived for 60 years. ÒItÕs flowers that makea
home,Óshe likes to say. Out tending her beds recently she thought of something and wrote to Colleen Hughes,
Editor-in-chief for Angels on Earth. ÒI haveplantings of many types and enjoy sharing my seeds,Óshesaid. ÒThe
people returning to New Orleans and theGulf Coast to rebuild their homes will surely need flowers. WouldnÕt it be
fun to start amassmailing of seedsto thesepeopleand their communities?Ó Lindahoped wecould help get her idea
off theground Ðand seeds in theground. Mail your seed donations to Angelson Earth Send-a-Seed Project, 16 East
34 Street, New York, NY 10016. Every seed you send will arriveas a messageof hope that will blossom in a
garden this spring.
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Is it an Azalea or a Rhododendron?
Submitted by Pete Adams

Source: http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants/rhody.htm

There is no simple, unambiguous means to distinguish azaleas from other rhododendrons, but generally, azaleas:

o lack scales on theundersurfaceof leaves or other plant parts,
o most aredeciduous (most, but not all, rhododendrons areevergreen, exceptions includeR. dauricum and

R. mucronuclatum),
o have5 lobes per flower,
o most have1 stamen per lobe, that is 5 stamens (most rhododendrons have2 stamens per lobe, thus 10 or

morestamens per flower),
o tend to have long straight hairs parallel to the leaf surface (appressed), usually along themidrib on the

undersideof the leaf (tend to be thinner, softer and morepointed than rhododendron leaves), and
o their flowers areusually funnel-shaped as opposed to bell-shaped.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azalea

Oneof themajor differences between azaleas and the rest of the rhododendron family is their size. Another is their flower
growth. Rhododendrons grow their flowers in clusters, whilemost azaleas have terminal blooms (one flower per flower
stem). However, they haveso many stems that during the flowering season they area solid mass of color. Azaleas are
recognized by these flowers blooming all at oncein ashowy display for amonth or two in spring. Theexception to this rule
is a small group of azaleas, which grow their flowers in tight terminal clusters that look like littleballs of color.

Membership Directory Corrections & Additions
Members:

Add: email address for BettyeWakabayashi
Gbwaka2@cs.com

Add: email address for Richard Cavender
red@redsrhodies.com

Add: email address for Robert Batts
battsra@comcast.net

Change: email address for Don & Pat Albrecht
hawaiiwoodturner@yahoo.com

Change: Fran JacksonÕs phonenumber
985-9918

Change: email for ReneÕeKama
Kamad003@hawaii.rr.com

Add: email address for JulieRoss
juliekateross@hotmail.com

Add: email address for Marijean Horton
marijeanhorton@yahoo.com

Add: email address for Fintan Downham
saddleroad@bigpond.net.au

Delete: SpikeWernerÕs email

Friends

Change: zip code for MikeBones to 97439

Add: Graham & Dora Smith
2290 Carrington Road
R D 4, New Plymouth
pukeiti@pukeiti.org.nz

Change: address for Charles Barry
607 MonroeDr.
West Palm Beach, FL
33405-2243

Add:
Sudha Achar
Patrick Freehill
P.O. Box 1412
Hilo, HI 96721
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Spring In The Pacific Northwest
Submitted by Veryl Ann Grace

On my recent trip to Washington and Oregon, I was
blessed with themost fantastic weather Ðbright sunshine
and temperatures in thesixties. Thesnow-covered
mountains wereout in all their glory forming abackdrop
for all of thewonderful spring colors wherever I looked.

There is nothing likespring in a temperatearea to
giveonea vision of thecolor green. Thenew leaves on
many of the trees werea bright yellow green, theneedles
on theevergreens a deep forest green, and thenew lush
grass an emerald color. Everywhere I looked new

growth was popping out as thearea greeted thespring
weather.

I was a littleearly for thepeak of the rhododendron
season, but I did get a few pictures to sharewith all of
you. And theazaleas were in bloom along with the
tulips, daffodils and ornamental cherries.

So hereÕs hoping that you enjoy this littlebit of oneof
my favoriteplaces in thewholeworldÉ ..

Spring In ThePacific Northwest

A Spring Day Stroll Through the Trommer’s Garden
Photos by Sherla Bertelmann

Hibiscus

V. ÔHampton PrideÕ and ÔLittlePinkieÕ Draceana ÒDragonÓ

Marina
Trommer
standing
next to her
banana
trees laden
with fruit.

Charles
Trommer
standing
next to
Euphorbia
ÔWhite
GhostÕ

ÔCrown of ThornsÕ Brownea
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(Thefollowing is from thebook ÒRhododendrons 1956 by theAmerican Rhododendron Society.)

Glossary….Part III (conclusion)
By C.T. Hansen

Stipitate. Elevated on a stipeor
stalk.
Stolon. A trailing branch or runner
with strikes root where it touches
theground.
Stoloniferous. Bearing stolons.
Stratum. Layer.
Strigillose. Minutely strigose.
Strigose. Rough with short, sharp
appressed hairs.
Style. Theportion of thepistil
connecting thestigma and ovary.
Sub- A prefix meaning slightly,
nearly, or below.
Subacuminate. Somewhat
acuminate.
Subacute. Not as pointed as acute.
Subchartaceous. Less paper-like
than chartaceous.
Subcordate. Modified heart-
shaped.
Subcoriaceous. Somewhat less
leathery than coriaceous.
Subdecumbent. Somewhat more
upright than decumbent.
Subdiscoid. Modified disc form.
Subfoliaceous. Somewhat
foliaceous.

Subglobose. Not quiteglobular in
shape.
Suborbicular. Not quitecircular.
Subprocumbent. Somewhat less
than prostrate.
Subretuse. Modified retuse.
Subsessile. Attached with almost
no stalk.
Subterminal. Below the terminal.
Subtriangular. Modified
triangular form.
Subtruncate. Nearly truncate.
Subumbellate. Not quite
umbellate.
Subverticillate. Somewhat less
than verticillate.
Suffruticose. Diminutively
shrubby.
Tomentose. Covered with matted.,
wooly hair.
Tomentum. A form of pubescence
composed of matted, wooly hairs.
Truncate. Appearing as if cut or
broken off squarely.
Tuberculate. Nodular; beset with
small, pimple-like tubercles.
Turbinate. Top-shapted; inversely
conical.

Trichomes. Minutestructures
which havegrown from epidermal
cells of the leaves and consisting
of papillae, hairs and scales.
Umbel. A flat topped flower
cluster with pedicels springing
from thesamepoint.
Undulate. With a wavy surface.
Unicellular. Single-celled.
Unilateral. Onesided; growing
chiefly to oneside.
Unistrate. Single-layered.
Venation. Arrangement of veins
as in a leaf.
Ventricose. Inflated on oneside.
Verruculose. Beset with minute,
wart-likeprojections.
Verticillate. Arranged in a whorl.
Vesicular. Bearing or containing
air cavities or vesicles.
Vestigial. Having becomesmall or
degenerate.
Villous. Covered with long, close,
soft hairs.
Virgate. Long, straight and
slender, likea wand.
Viscid. Sticky; adhesive; viscous.
Whorl. A set of leaves distributed
in a circle round thestem.

May Meeting:

This is a special excursion by invitation only. In order to accommodate thefolks at theCarlsmith Estate our
meeting date has been changed to May 27, 2006. This is a Saturday. Wehavethree4-wheel drivevans
reserved. Thevans hold 15 peopleeach. Thedrivers will beDon Albrecht, SpikeWerner and Gregg Santos.

Wewill meet at the municipal parking lot right across from the downtown Longs Drug Store. This is right
up theroad from theWailoa Center where thenew county bldg is (corner of Pauahi & Kilauea Ave.). From the
Wailoa Center follow theroad to just before thetraffic light and makea left into theparking lotÉ go to theright
hand corner directly across from Longs.

Wewill bepacking our own brown bag lunches. Drinks will beprovided. Departure time is 9:am.

Because of limited space, reservations are required. Please contact me to reserve your space!!!

Sherla É 966-9225 or email meat sherlab@gmail.com
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VivaVireya!
Edi ted by Sher la Bertelmann
vi reya@paci f i ci slandnursery.com
808-966-9225
Hawai’i Chapter-ARS
P.O. Box 1963
Kea’au, HI 96749

Officers of the Hawai’i Chapter ARS

President: Sherla Bertelmann
808-966-9225 vireya@pacificislandnursery.com
Vice President: Rachel Leyva
808-966-6693 bi l lwalk@hialoha.net
Treasurer: Dorothy Walker
808-966-6693 bandd@hi lobay.com
Secretary: John Barbour
808-962-0224
Directors: Char les M art in, M ar i l yn Davis
Bettye Wakabayashi
Past President: Richard M arques
Director Emeritus: M i tch M i tchel l

Note: Therewill bea zoo work party on Wed., May 17, 2006 at 9:30 am.
All help is very much welcomed!

TheFriends of theZoo annual plant sale is on Sunday, May 28, 2006 starting
At 9:am. Comeon out for a great fun day. Hope to seeyou there.

Note: Meeting Date Changed for May:

May 27, 2006 (Saturday)
Departing Time: 9 am
Place: Meet at municipal parking lot across from downtown Longs Drugs…
For our excursion to the Carlsmith’s Estate up the slopes of Mauna Kea.

If you are coming from the Kona side you can meet us at the 23-mile marker (Hilo side) on
Saddle Road. It will take us about an hour or more to reach the area… so plan on being there
around 10:15am to rendezvous with us. Unless you have a 4-wheel drive vehicle you will need to
jump into one of the vans being provided. Reservations are needed.
Please see page 5 in this newsletter for more information.
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